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HB 4277 and SB 1845, requiring sterilization of all dogs and cats 6 
months or older; or purchase a $300 Intact Animal Permit  
 

HB 4277 by Menendez (House State Affairs) 
(Identical bills) 
SB 1845 by Van de Putte (Senate State Affairs) 
 

Please tell legislators that: 
 

"This bill is fundamentally flawed and cannot be fixed with amendments. 

    HSUS and Texas Humane Legislation Network do NOT represent us.” 
 

• This is a national radical “animal rights” legislative agenda to end all breeding 
of dogs and cats in the U.S.  HSUS has no affiliation with local humane societies 

or shelters; is not a government entity; and is dedicated to ending all use of 

animals for any reason, whether you eat them, wear them or pet them.    

 

• Wayne Pacelle:  (Vegan President, Humane Society of the US) 
“We have no problem with the extinction of domestic animals.  They are creations 

of human selective breeding.” 

 

• Ingrid Newkirk:  Vegan Director, PETA (People for the Ethical Treatment of  

Animals)  "For one thing we would no longer allow breeding.  People could not 

create different breeds.   If people had companion animals in their homes, these 

animals would have to be refugees from the animal shelter and the streets …  But 

as the surplus of cats and dogs declined, eventually companion animals would be 

phased out and we would return to a more symbiotic relationship - enjoyment at a 

distance." 

 

• California had a two year battle over a similar “animal rights” bill that was 
eventually defeated after 8 revisions.  Exemptions written today can be taken 

away tomorrow.  This bill cannot be “fixed.” 

 

• Parade Magazine and NBC News Polls show between 79% and 90% of 
Americans oppose all forms of Mandatory Pet Spay/Neuter mandates. 

 

• Texas Veterinary Medical Association opposes this bill. 
 

• If legislators vote "yes" to this bill, it will be political suicide in Texas.  Animal 

Rights Extremists are approximately 1% of the population.  At least 60% of Texas 



families own pets that have become members of their family.  The extremists' 

anti-pet agenda is painfully transparent at this session of the legislature. 

 

• Bloodlines and gene pools for performance and working breeds of dogs will 
be lost forever.  The exemptions named would only exempt that dog, not its 
offspring that would have to be sterilized at 6 months of age.  A six month old 

dog is still a puppy.  Working dogs, show dogs and performance dogs cannot be 

evaluated for working capabilities until they are at least 2-3 years of age.     

 

• It is impossible to cover all working dogs in exemptions because they are not 
all AKC nor UKC registered and have their own individual breed registries or 

have no registry at all.  They may be bred for working abilities alone.  “Lassie” 

would never have been born as he wasn’t AKC registered.     

 

• The American College of Theriogenologists and The Society for 
Theriogenology believe that the decision to spay or neuter a pet must be 
made on a case by case basis and this decision should be made between the 
pet’s owner and its veterinarian.  They further state that health benefits must 

be weighed against the disadvantages with increased risk of obesity, diabetes, 

osteosarcoma, hemangiosarcoma, prostatic adenocarcinoma, transitional cell 

carcinoma, urinary tract infections, urinary incontinence, autoimmune 

thyroiditis, hypothyroidism and hip dysplasia. 
 

• This legislation discriminates against low income pet owners and ethnic 
minorities, making compliance impossible and pet ownership prohibitive.  
“Targeting high problem areas within a community with helpful, people-

friendly intervention programs will yield the most benefits (for people and pets) 

per funds spent.” 
By Bob Christiansen, author “Save Our Strays” www.saveourstrays.com 

 

• It fails to address “pet retention.”  Those animals in animal control facilities 
and shelters had a home and couldn’t keep it.   The National Council on Pet 

Population Study & Policy lists the top reasons for relinquishment to be:  Moving, 

Landlord not allowing pet, Cost of pet maintenance, Personal problems, 

Inadequate facilities, No time for pet, Allergies, Pet illness and Biting. 
  

• An American Humane Association Study on “Purebreds in Shelters” states:  
7.3 % of dogs and .09 % of cats in shelters are purebreds.  This bill will not 
reduce the number of unwanted dogs and cats. 

 

• This ordinance is elitist and would eliminate mixed breeds.  All Intact 
Animal Permits are issued at the discretion of the city’s Animal Control 
Director, who would decide which breeds become extinct and which breeds are 

allowed to produce litters.  This is not acceptable   

 



• Much misinformation is being perpetuated by these extremists to get their 
legislative agenda passed.  Their lack of animal knowledge is appalling to say 

the least.  But obviously animal welfare is not their goal anyway. 

 

• In every area of the country where this punitive legislation has passed, costs 
have increased dramatically; a decrease in licensed pets resulted; and the 
number of animals impounded and killed at city facilities has escalated.  It 
was repealed in Montgomery County, MD, after being passed 5 years earlier.  The 

county claimed it would take another 5 years to get back to where they were 

before passage.  

 

• This legislation will result in reduced compliance with rabies vaccination 
requirements (a fatal disease) resulting in a true public health and safety 
issue.  Pet owners won’t take animals to veterinarians for fear of being 
reported, fined and having animals confiscated.  It will result in decreased 

preventive care and regular wellness examinations which may then diminish the 

pet’s quality of life because of increasing undiagnosed health issues.  It also may 

result in an increase in zoonotic diseases, such as hookworm and roundworm 

infection in children due to poor deworming programs. 

 

• 90% of licensed pets are already sterilized.  We agree with the Illinois 
Veterinary Medical Association that there is no scientifically-based research 
that supports the proponent’s argument that only intact animals bite. 

 

• How does this ordinance affect the stray cat population which is the major 
source of animals killed in animal shelters?  According to American Veterinary 

Medical Association, 82 million cats lived in U.S. households in December 2006.  
Other research found that between 77% to 87% of cats in U.S. households are 

neutered.  Although no census exists of the stray and feral cat population, 

scientists estimate that the number of this population rivals that household 

population with less than 3% of these cats being neutered.   

 

• California’s AB 1634, a similar Spay/Neuter Bill, was defeated and opposed 
by these national organizations plus many more.  A complete list of working 

dog registries is impossible to compile due to so many unknown registries being 

in existence.   

Canine Companions for Independence 

Assistance Dogs International 

International Association of Assistance Dog Partners 

United Schutzhund Clubs of America 

North American Police Work Dog Association 

United States Police Canine Association 

Canine Specialized Search Team 

American Kennel Club 

American Dog Breeders Association 

The English Shepherd Club 



American Working Farm Collie Association 

The American Herding Breed Association 

National English Shepherd Rescue 

Danish/Swedish Farmdog Club of America 

American Rottweiler Club 

Bull Terrier Club of America 

Newfoundland Health and Rescue 

American Working Dog Federation 

American Dog Owners Association 

National Animal Interest Alliance 

American Border Collie Association 

Staffordshire Bull Terrier Club of America 

Anatolian Shepherd Dogs International 

The Skye Terrier Club of America 

Staffordshire Terrier Club of America 

Cardigan Welsh Corgi Club of America 

The Dachshund Club of America 

Glen of Imaal Terrier Club of America 

National All-Breed Sporting Association 

American Shih Tzu Club 

Livestock Guardian Dogs Association 

Silky Terrier Club of America 

And many others … 

 

 

 

 

 

 


